“Two s15ter5 from different
backgrounds untte i Kiwt
Emily Corcoran's comic film

WORDS ERIN MILLER

hey say not to work with
—|_ kids or animals, but what
about family?

Kiwi screenwriter and actress
Emily Corcoran certainly took the
plunge when she decided to work
with nearly her entire family on
her latest movie, Sisterhood.

The movie follows the journey
of two sisters from different
backgrounds — one (Corcoran)
from “hicksville” New Zealand,
and the other (Isabelle Defaut)
from the Sloaney Pony surrounds
of London's Chelsea, as they try
to find their wayward father who
is after their inheritance.

With only a tiny budget to work
with, Corcoran and director
Richard Wellings-Thomas had
to be creative when it came to
filming and casting.

Sections of the UK filming took
place inside Corcoran’s parents’
London apartment, at a local
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beauty salon that Corcoran visits,
and in Wellings-Thomas' flat.
“We had to kick his flatmates
out,” she says. “They'd come
back and the whole place would
be turned upside down, so I'd
have to give them money to go
to the pub.”
When the production moved
to New Zealand, the family
involvement increased further.
Corcoran’s aunt and cousin
looked after catering, her mother
and an old school friend had
cameo roles, and the list goes on.
“It was like a family reunion on
set,” she says.
“I remember sitting and
thinking: ‘My God, this will
probably never happen again’,

Emily Corcoran

developed the “hide of a
rhinoceros” after dealing with
the rejection from the cut-throat
entertainment industry.

“I've got a lot more confidence
since making my own films

and casting, so I know it's not
personal,” she says.

It was the constant rejection that
led her to write her own scripts.
“Iworked out pretty quickly
that I was going to have to do
something else to stay alive

'd have to give them
money to go to the pub

and treasuring that moment,
because it was so fantastic.”

Due to budget constraints,
Corcoran and Wellings-Thomas
embraced the Christchurch
locals and held auditions in some
slightly unusual settings.

“Kevin, my love interest in the
film, was found down the local
pizza parlour,” Corcoran says.

Since moving from Christchurch
to London about 15 years ago,
Corcoran, 32, says she has

in this industry,” she says.

Sisterhood is the latest project
she wrote, and despite the girly
title, Corcoran says men will also
enjoy the flick.

“There’s a lot of rugby jokes and
a lot of blokey stuffin it,” she says,
including rugby commentary
that was provided, of course, by
another relative — her dad.

» Sisterhood s In cinemas
from October 17
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© OTHER KIWIS
_ON SCREEN

Temuera Morrison
Dominated the screen in Kiwi
classic Once Were Warriors with

his demand “Cook me some

last year in Shortland Street.

i Lucy Lawless :
¢ Best known far her iconic rale in
i Xena: Warrior Princess, Lawless
i recently appeared in Battlestar
Galactica and will also be seen
i alongside Adam Sandler in

Bedtime Stories later this year.

eggs, bitch”. Morrison was on TV

i Martin Henderson
§ Writhed with Britney Spears in
i her Toxic video and hit Bollywood

 in Bride And Prejudice.Heis ¢
: lined up to appear in two Aussie |
 films next year. i
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